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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, 1 1/01/2005, with respect to claims 1-4, 7-9, 1 1-14, 17-19, 
21-24, 27-29, and 31-34 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 11-14, 17, 18, 21-24, 27-29, 31, and 33 are rejected under 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein (US 6,412,1 10) in view of (RD 
385007A). 

Considering claims 1 and 11, Schein discloses a system and a corresponding 
method for indicating a completion status of a media program comprising: displaying an 
electronic program guide (EPG) having first and second axes (channel-based axes and 
time-based axis respectively in figure 1) and a plurality of elements (Seinfeld, Friends, 
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etc.), the first axis corresponding to a plurality of media providers (NBC, ABC, etc in 
figure 1), the second axis corresponding to a plurality of time slots (7:00pm, 7:30pm, etc 
in figure 1) each element corresponding to a media program (see figure 1); 

displaying a line (199 in figure 1) indicating a current time across at least a 
portion of the EPG, wherein the line is perpendicular to the second axis (see figure 1 ) 
and bisects an element of the EPG into an elapsed portion and a remaining portion. 

Schein fails to disclose generating a separate graph of elapsed time versus 
running time for a first media program, the graph indicating the elapsed proportion of the 
first media program without reference to the line; and positioning the separate graph 
upon the corresponding element in the EPG. 

In analogous art, RD 385007A discloses generating a separate graph of elapsed 
time versus running time (see attached figure and lines 4-5 in the abstract) for a first 
media program, the graph indicating the elapsed proportion of the first media program 
without reference to the line; and positioning the separate graph upon the 
corresponding element in the EPG (see attached figure and lines 4-5 in the abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schein's system to include a separate graph of elapsed 
time versus running time, as taught by RD 385007A, for the benefit of accommodating 
the viewer to see at a glance how far a program has already progressed (lines 6-7 in the 
abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 09/820,331 



Art Unit: 261 1 



Page 4 



As for claims 2 and 12, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein discloses a line (199 in figure 1 ) for bisecting a plurality of elements of 
the EPG. 

With regards to claims 3 and 14, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed 
limitations. In particular, Schein discloses that the media program is selected from a 
television program (figure 1 ). 

Regarding claims 4 and 13, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed 
limitations. In particular, Schein teaches that the current time is represented by the 
location of the status line (column 4, lines 59-61 ) with respect to the start times of the 
programs. Therefore, since it is known to all that time is always changing, it is 
understood that the line moves along the second axis to indicate a change in the current 
time. 

Considering claims 7 and 17, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed 
limitations. In particular, RD 385007A discloses a ratio bar graph of elapsed time 
versus running time (see attached figure and lines 4-5 in the abstract). 

As for claims 8 and 18, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, RD 385007A discloses a separate graph comprising an elapsed portion and 
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a remaining portion, the elapsed portion being proportional in size to an elapsed time of 
a corresponding media program, the remaining portion being proportional in size to a 
remaining time thereof (see attached figure and lines 4-10 in the abstract). 

Considering claim 21 , Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein discloses a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 1 and 11. 

As for claim 22, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein discloses a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 2 and 1 2. 

With regards to claim 23, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. 
In particular, Schein discloses a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing 
the acts of claims 4 and 1 3. 

Regarding claim 24, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein discloses a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 3 and 14. 
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Considering claim 27, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein disclose a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 7 and 17. 

As for claim 28, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Schein disclose a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 8 and 18. 

With regards to claim 29, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. 
In particular, Schein disclose a user interface (column 6, lines 64-66) for performing the 
acts of claims 9 and 19. 

Considering claim 31 , Schein discloses a method for indicating a completion 
status of a media program comprising: 

displaying an electronic program guide (EPG) having first and second axes 
(channel-based axes and time-based axis respectively in figure 1 ) and a plurality of 
elements (Seinfeld, Friends, etc.), the first axis corresponding to a plurality of media 
providers (NBC, ABC, etc in figure 1), the second axis corresponding to a plurality of 
time slots (7:00pm, 7:30pm, etc in figure 1) each element corresponding to a media 
program (see figure 1 ); 

Schein fails to disclose generating a separate graph of elapsed time versus 
running time for a first media program, the graph indicating the elapsed proportion of the 
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first media program without reference to the line; and positioning the separate graph 
upon the corresponding element in the EPG. 

In analogous art, RD 385007A discloses generating a separate graph of elapsed 
time versus running time (see attached figure and lines 4-5 in the abstract) for a first 
media program, the graph indicating the elapsed proportion of the first media program 
without reference to the line; and positioning the separate graph upon the 
corresponding element in the EPG (see attached figure and lines 4-5 in the abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schein's system to include a separate graph of elapsed 
time versus running time, as taught by RD 385007A, for the benefit of accommodating 
the viewer to see at a glance how far a program has already progressed (lines 6-7 in the 
abstract). 

With regards to claim 33, Schein and RD 385007A meet the claimed limitations. 
In particular, RD 385007A discloses the graph comprises a ratio bar graph of elapsed 
time versus running time (see attached figure and lines 4-10 in the abstract). 

4. Claims 9, 19, 32, and 34 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schein (US 6,412,1 10) in view of (RD 385007A), as applied to claims 8, 18, and 31 
above, and further in view of Ohkura (US 6,347,400). 
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With regards to claims 9 and 19, Schein and RD 385007A disclose a separate 
visual indication of the program status but fail to disclose that the elapsed portion is 
displayed in a first color and the remaining portion is displayed in a second color. 

In analogous art, Ohkura discloses a separate visual indication of the program 
status wherein the elapsed portion is displayed in a first color (dark/black) and the 
remaining portion is displayed in a second color (bright/white) (see figures 7 and 8 and 
column 12, line 63 - column 13, line 12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined system of Schein and RD 385007A to 
include color representations of the elapsed portion and the remaining portion, as taught 
by Ohkura, for the benefit of providing a clear representation of the program status. 

As for claim 32, Schein and RD 385007A fail to disclose that the graph 
comprises a pie chart. 

In analogous art, Ohkura discloses that the graph comprises a pie chart (column 
17, lines 5 -13). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined system of Schein and RD 385007A to 
include the graph comprising a pie chart, as taught by Ohkura, for the benefit of 
providing an alternate representation of the program status. 

Regarding claim 34, Schein and RD 385007A fail to disclose displaying an 
enlarged version of the graph at a location outside of the program guide in response to 
a user selection of a corresponding element in the program guide. 

In analogous art, Ohkura discloses displaying an enlarged version of the graph at 
a location outside of the program guide (see figure 7) in response to a user selection of 
a corresponding element in the program guide (column 12, lines 43-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined system of Schein and RD 385007A to 
include an enlarged version of the graph at a location outside of the program guide, as 
taught by Ohkura, for the benefit of providing a clear representation of the program 
status. 



CHRISTOPHER GRANT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HMY 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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